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Groundnut (Arachis hypogaea L.) is one of the most important oils, food, confectionery, and feed crops due to its high oil quality
and richness in all classes of nutrients. Coheritability helps in determining the pattern of coinheritance of two or more traits. This
study was aimed at determining the coheritability of oil and yield traits to provide means of conducting improvement of oil traits
through breeding for yield traits. The coheritabilities of the traits were estimated by a pooled analysis of covariance (ANCOVA) for
agromorphological and oil traits. The result indicated that all oil traits have shown medium to high coheritability with oil content,
oil quality, and seed yield. The coheritability and genetic advance of the three agronomically important traits in oil crops including
oil content, oleic to linoleic acid (O/L) ratio, and seed yield (SY) is greater than oil content, linoleic acid, and SY can be further
evidence showing that both oil content and oil quality traits can be improved with seed yield, indicating that there is the possibility

of making a selection for genotypes with high oil content, oil yield, and oil quality with high seed yield traits.

1. Introduction

Groundnut or peanut (Arachis hypogaea L.) is an important
oil, food, and feed legume crop [1]. The kernels are rich in oil
(48-50%) and protein (25-28%) and are the source of several
vitamins, minerals, and biologically active compounds such
as polyphenols, flavonoids, and isoflavones. Thus, ground-
nut and products based on groundnut can be promoted as
nutritional foods to fight energy, protein, and micronutrient
malnutrition among the poor [2]. Groundnut is mainly
cultivated as a source of vegetable oil for local, regional, and
international markets [3]. Groundnut genotypes with oleic
acid content >78% are referred to as high oleic genotypes
and possess oil with longer shelf-life [4, 5]. High oleic
acid/linoleic acid ratio is the desired quality parameter to
enhance the shelf-life of oil seeds. Developing groundnut

genotypes with high oleic acid is a key breeding objective for
human health and product quality and to access the lucrative
market opportunities [6]. The groundnut shells are used for
making particle boards or used as fuel or filler in the fertilizer
and feed industry. Groundnut haulms constitute nutritious
fodder for livestock. Groundnut seed can be consumed raw
(nonheated), boiled, and roasted and also used to make
confections and its flour to make baked products [2].
Groundnut production in Ethiopia is found to be con-
strained by several biotic and abiotic factors like critical
moisture stress, especially during flowering and after, lack of
improved varieties, inappropriate production and posthar-
vest practices, diseases, and pests [7].

The phenotypes of a trait are often the result of a complex
interaction of multiple genetic and environmental factors
[8], and the ability to assay such traits presents a unique
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opportunity to explore mechanisms underlying concerted
inheritance. Heritability is a measure of the expression of a
genetic trait. The estimates of heritability alone do not in-
dicate the associating genetic progress that may result from
choosing better performing plants. The heritability together
with phenotypic variances and the selection intensity,
however, promise the estimation of genetic advance or re-
sponse to selection that is more useful in the selection of
promising genotypes [9-11]. The term coheritability was
originally coined by Nei [12] as a measure of joint inheri-
tance of two or more traits that represent the genetic
contribution to their phenotypic correlation. Falconer and
MacKay [13] denoted coheritability as a correlated response
to selection.

Despite the various terms and methods used for
measuring it [14], the coheritability estimate is being one
of the basic parameters for measuring the coinheritance of
traits [15]. The advantage of this genetic parameter over
the genetic correlation coefficient is quite obvious as the
latter throws light only on the magnitude of relationship
among traits in the existing generation and not their
coinheritance [16, 17]. The joint analysis of traits provides
the greater statistical power to detect the causal genetic
factors for the association of traits [18-20]. Breeding for
oil traits is difficult since they are usually associated with
low heritability. One means of conducting breeding for
such traits is making indirect selection through highly
heritable seed yield traits. Furthermore, few studies were
conducted on the coheritability of oil traits. Therefore, this
study is undertaken to estimate coheritability estimates
for agromorphological and oil traits. This can offer a
useful functional understanding of relevant systems to
underpin future groundnut breeding programs and
products development.

2. Materials and Methods

The experimental materials consisted of fifteen groundnut
genotypes obtained from Werer Agricultural Research
Center, Ethiopia, and a local check variety. The field ex-
periment was carried out across four locations, namely,
Fedis, Mechara, Pawe, and Guba in Ethiopia under rain-fed
conditions. The experimental design was a completely
randomized block design in three replications. The
groundnut seeds were planted and the treatments were given
the required agronomic practices including weeding, hoeing,
fertilizer application, and the necessary plant protection.
Before running the laboratory experiment, the moisture
content of seed samples was reduced to 5%. The lab ex-
periment was carried out in two replications by taking 10 gm
of seed samples from 16 groundnut genotypes. Oil content
and fatty acid profile determination were carried out
according to Folch et al. [21]. Iodine value was determined
with the Hanus methodology [22].

Field experimental data were recorded for twelve
agromorphological traits, namely, number of mature pods
per plant (NMP), number of primary branches per plant
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(NBP), above-ground biomass per plant (AGBP, g), pod
weight per plant (PWP, g), number of seeds per plant (NSP),
seed weight per plant (SWP, g), hundred seed weight
(100SW, g), number of seeds per pod (NSPOD), and seed
yield per hectare (SY, kg/ha). Data for fatty acid composition
were collected for seventeen oil traits including oil content,
iodine value (IV), palmitic acid, stearic acid, oleic acid,
linoleic acid, arachidic acid, eicosenoic acid, behenic acid,
and lignoceric acid; S: total saturated fatty acids; MUS: total
monounsaturated fatty acids; PUS: total polyunsaturated
fatty acids; US: total unsaturated fatty acids; PUS/S: total
polyunsaturated to saturated fatty acids; O/L: oleic to linoleic
acid ratio; and OY: oil yield (kg/ha).

The coheritability of the traits was estimated by analysis
of covariance (ANCOVA) based on the mean sum of
products.

2.1. Estimation of Genotypic and Phenotypic Covariance.
Genotypic and phenotypic covariance was estimated by
using the following formulae:
. . MSP, — MSP,
genotypic covarlance(ogx gy) =7 (1)
where MSPy = mean sum of products of traits x, y, and/or
z...; MSP,=mean sum of products due to error and
r=number of replications; and L is the number of locations.
Phenotypic covariance(opxpy) =0p,p, +0e.e,, (2)
where 09, g, = genotypic covariance; and e, e, = mean sum
of products due to error of traits x and y.

2.2. Estimation of Coheritability. Coheritability values were
estimated according to the following formulae:

genotypic covariance

coheritability = (3)

phenotypic covariance’

The heritability percentage was categorized as low when
less than 40%, medium, 40-59%, moderately high, 60-79%,
and very high, 80% and above, as indicated by Comstock and
Robinson [23].

Genetic advance (GA) was calculated with the method
suggested by Allard [24] and Singh and Chaudhury [25]:
GA =Ko ,H 2, where GA: genetic advance; K: con-
stant = 1.76 at 10% selection intensity; o ,: standard deviation
of phenotypic variance; and H?: heritability in broad sense.
GA as % of mean (GAM) = (GA/X) x 100%. The genetic
advance (GA), expressed as a percentage of mean, was
categorized as high when it is above 20%, moderate, 10-20%,
and low when it is less than 10% based on Johnson et al. [26].
The data in the supplementary file were subjected to com-
bined analysis of covariance (ANOVA) using SAS Proc
Mixed procedure [27] with genotypes being considered as
fixed effects, whereas locations, replications, and blocks
within locations as random effects. Homogeneity of variance
was checked using the Obrien test [28].
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TaBLE 1: Coheritability (above diagonal) with genetic advance (below diagonal) for oil traits and seed yield.

Trait Oil IV Pal St Oleic Lin Ara Eic Beh Lig S MUS PUS US PUS/S O/ SY OY
Oil 61 94 86 83 86 87 94 92 70 90 85 86 50 65 78 73 74
v 4.0 96 90 94 86 91 90 86 73 96 95 86 77 71 83 65 68
Pal 16 19 92 87 95 93 90 90 63 98 88 95 97 89 73 68 71
Stearic 39 38 46 79 96 82 84 89 64 87 79 96 86 96 65 79 78
Oleic 11 90 80 33 48 84 97 96 78 81 89 48 92 81 78 79 79
Lin 15 18 31 49 3.0 95 81 77 67 95 48 89 83 76 90 49 55
Ara 28 25 31 61 27 31 98 92 69 89 84 95 88 94 75 81 81
Eic 34 34 28 2.0 42 62 53 88 88 91 97 81 93 83 97 73 74
Beh 20 16 20 51 25 16 44 38 80 92 95 77 91 60 91 80 81
Lig 20 21 13 23 27 18 21 54 29 51 79 67 75 76 71 73 74
S 13 13 27 48 9.0 24 37 26 26 12 81 95 94 87 74 75 76
MUS 12 10 80 32 22 3.0 27 42 25 28 9.0 48 93 82 79 78 79
PUS 15 18 31 49 3.0 29 31 29 16 19 24 3.0 83 76 90 49 55
[N 20 40 15 35 13 13 25 37 19 23 9.0 14 13 70 81 70 72
PUS/S 9.0 13 23 38 11 21 21 37 10 26 15 12 21 11 94 41 46
O/L 24 22 15 34 33 12 36 49 37 34 21 33 12 25 21 81 80
SY 30 24 27 62 37 17 55 37 43 38 35 37 17 28 14 51 64
oY 32 26 28 62 38 19 56 37 44 38 36 38 19 30 16 51 53

IV: iodine value; Pal: palmitic acid; St: stearic acid; Lin: linoleic acid; Ara: arachidic acid; Eic: eicosenoic acid; Beh: behenic acid; Lig: lignoceric acid; S: total
saturated fatty acids; MUS: total monounsaturated fatty acids; PUS: total polyunsaturated fatty acids; US: total unsaturated fatty acids; PUS/S: total
polyunsaturated to saturated fatty acids; O/L: oleic to linoleic acid ratio; SY: seed yield (kg/ha); OY: oil yield (Kg/ha).

3. Result and Discussion

Coheritability and genetic advance for oil traits and seed
yield is shown in Table 1. The range of coheritability was
from 41% (between PUS/S and SY) to 98% (between
arachidic acid and eicosenoic acid). All oil traits have shown
medium to high coheritability with oil content, oil quality
concerning O/L ratio, and SY. In this study, the positive
coheritability estimate was observed between oil content, oil
quality, and SY. This suggests that selection of either of the
traits would simultaneously affect the SY, oil content or oil
yield, and oil quality positively. SY has shown the highest
coheritability and high genetic advance with both oil content
and oil quality traits, even if higher for oil content than for
oil quality. Oil content has recorded high coheritability and
genetic advance with most of the evaluated traits including
stearic acid, arachidic acid, eicosenoic acid, behenic acid,
lignoceric acid, O/L ratio, OY, and SY. However, oil content
has shown medium to low genetic advance with IV, palmitic
acid, oleic acid, linoleic acid, S, MUS, US, PUS, and PUS/S.
On the other hand, the O/L ratio (oil quality trait) has shown
high coheritability and genetic advance with SY, OY, and
most of the other oil quality traits. However, the O/L ratio
has scored a low genetic advance with low oil quality traits
including palmitic acid, linoleic acid, and PUS. Both SY and
OY have shown high coheritability and genetic advance with
most yield-related agromorphological traits and high oil
quality traits, but low genetic advance with low oil quality
traits like linoleic acid, PUS, and PUS/S.

Table 2 shows the coheritability and genetic advance for
oil content and oil quality and agromorphological traits. The
range of coheritability was from 36% (between NSP with
SWP and SHP to 96%) (between NBP and AGBP). All

evaluated agromorphological traits have shown medium to
high coheritability with oil content, oil quality, and SY. A
positive coheritability estimate was observed between oil
content, oil quality, and SY traits and all other evaluated oil
traits in the present study. SY has shown high coheritability
and genetic advance with most of the agromorphological
traits.

Oil content has shown medium to high coheritability
and genetic advance with NMP, NBP, AGBP, PWP, 100SW,
and NSPOD, but low genetic advance with NSP and SWP.
O/L ratio (major oil quality parameter) has shown high
coheritability and genetic advance with NMP, NBP, AGBP,
PWP, SWP, and 100SW but low genetic advance with
NSPOD. These suggest that selection of either of the trait
would simultaneously affect the desired trait positively. SY
has shown the highest coheritability and genetic advance
with OY and high oil quality traits like O/L ratio and MUS
than with oil content and low oil quality traits, linoleic acid,
PUS, PUS/S, and 1V, showing that breeding for both oil yield
and oil quality can be synchronized with seed yield (SY).

The coheritability and genetic advance (Table 2) for oil
content, O/L ratio, and SY and/or oil content, oleic acid, and
SY is greater than those of oil content, linoleic acid (low oil
quality trait), and SY or oil content, PUS/S, and SY can be
further evidence showing that both oil content and oil
quality can be improved with both seed yield and oil yield
and there is the possibility of making selection for genotypes
with high oil content, oil yield, and oil quality as well as high
seed yield. OY has shown a similar trend with SY. Few
studies are found for the coheritability of oil traits, e.g. de
Reggi [29], Shrivastava and Jain [30], Yadav [31], and Mehta
[32] found high estimates of coheritability for seed yield and
oil traits in soybean.
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TaBLE 2: Coheritability (upper row) with genetic advance (lower row) for agromorphological and oil traits.

Trait NMP NBP AGBP PWP SWP NSP 100SW NSPOD Oil IV Oleic Linoleic PUS PUS/TS O/L OY GY
NMP 83 82 49 56 58 80 58 77 80 84 74 74 82 78 82 71
61 60 25 33 30 35 14 27 29 35 26 26 36 40 44 35

NBP 89 78 75 75 92 82 88 8 92 73 73 78 91 86 88
76 54 53 46 71 36 46 43 54 33 33 41 62 60 60

AGBP 75 72 76 93 82 91 90 93 82 82 85 90 88 89
52 52 44 74 33 48 45 56 36 36 43 66 63 59

PWP 58 9.0 81 32 57 46 68 19 19 37 72 72 67
33 3.0 58 8.0 19 13 27 5.0 5.0 10 40 38 37

SWP 36 80 12 31 31 55 28 28 45 66 70 66
15 47 3.0 9.0 9.0 19 8.0 8.0 16 32 36 36

NSP 70 5.0 10 30 48 50 50 58 56 53 54
27 1.0 20 6.0 11 13 13 17 21 20 21

92 91 89 92 82 82 73 91 89 90

1005w 41 40 35 46 28 28 22 59 57 63
81 86 39 91 91 82 53 55 73
NSPOD 15 20 4.0 34 34 25 11 14 21
. . 80
Oil and oleic 51
Oil and PUS/S >
19

Oil and linoleic 1112
. 80
Oil and O/L 51

NMP: number of mature pod per plant; NBP: number of primary branches per plant; AGBP: above-ground biomass per plant; PWP: pod weight per plant;
SWP: seed weight per plant; NSP: number of seeds per plant; SHP: shelling percent; 100SW: 100 seed weight; HI: harvest index; NSPOD: number of seeds per

pod; O/L: oleic to linoleic acid ratio; OY: oil yield; SY: seed yield (kg/ha).

4. Conclusion

Since separate breeding for seed yield and oil traits is not
cost-effective, it is better to synchronize two or more
important traits in oil crops. The present study has shown
the extent of coheritability of oil traits such as oil yield, oil
content, and oil quality with seed yield and its related
agromorphological traits. The estimates of coheritability
and response to selection help breeders to conduct breeding
for oil traits via making selection for agromorphological
traits.
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